Ray death 
could give 
new life 
to papers 

Former FBI agent 
says they might have 
clues to King slaying - 

By Doiglas holt 6 ' r c ~£ j 

Tribune Staff Whiter . S ~~/~ /. j >. 

Sheathed in plastic, the yel- 
lowed, ink-stained slips of paper 
sit in a north suburban bank . 
vault ...••• ’ • j 

Their owner,' former FBI 1 
agent Donald G., Wilson, 55, ! 

stepped' forward last month say- 
ing the papers came from the 
car of James Earl Ray, the con- 
fessed killer, of Rev. Martin 
Luther King Jr.- Ray died of 
liver failure Thursday. “ ■. 

Wilson,' who now runS ) Andon ,j 
Music Performance Corp., in ";j 
Buffalo Grove, said he found the 
papers, in Atlanta in Rayjs aban- 
doned car days after King’s 1968 
assassination in Memphis. He 
said he concealed them' out .of 
fear he would be punished for 
disturbing a crime seen 8. After 
Ray confessed, Whson raid, , he j 
figured the case was closed. 

But when he saw. CJoretta 
Scott King on TV last-year |- 
pleading for information to spur . 
a trial for Ray, Wilson said, he 
called the Kings to reveal what i 
he says he found. , . ' . 

“The King family wants to , | 
know the truth," Wilson said. '-“I I 
thought I might be able to help." 

The papers bear the handwrit- . 
ten name “Raul,” the name of a 
supposed gunrunner Ray 
blamed, for a plot to kill King. .. . 
And they include a telephone 
number that once rang a Dallas, 
nightclub' owned by Jack Ruby,- 
the man who killed Lee Harvey 
Oswald, President JohnF., !.. 
Kennedy’s assassin. . '' ! 

If authentic, they suggest a 
link between the assassinations 
of King and Kennedy. If not, as, 
the FBI insists, they illustrate 
how far conspiracy theorists 
will go to perpetuate a hoax. 

See Agent, Page 3 
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